
Here it is the middle of July.  The 
breeding season is about over.  If 
you are like me, you’re trying to 
get just a couple of birds from 
certain pairs to finish the season.  
The feathers are starting to fly 
and I’m wondering why I’ve kept 
all those ugly young birds.  They 
don’t look like there is any poten-
tial at all right now, but I remem-
ber that there were a few that 
looked pretty good just coming 
out of the nest.  That gives me 
hope.   

I have surely found that with 
helmets, you need to let them go 
through a molt before you decide 
which birds to get rid of.  With 
the molt coming on, it is particu-
larly important to keep those 
young birds healthy and happy.  
Although it sometimes is diffi-
cult, I try to keep from over 
crowding them.  I adjust their 
feed a little to give them more oil 
seed, in my case safflower, to 
help in feather development.  I 
like to feed a 16% protein mix 

for good growth.  All the helmets 
get vitamins regularly and I dis-
infect the water pans at least 
weekly.  Baths are given at least 
weekly and once a month I put 1 
tsp. of Ivomec sheep drench per 
gallon of water in the bath water.  
This controls parasites and 
worms.  With good feed and 
proper care, the helmets should 
have a successful molt and will 
look their best at the shows. 

Speaking of shows, we’ve seen 
show dates for the national and 
for district 8.  It sure would be 
nice to hear from all you district 
directors and vice presidents with 
you show dates so that we can 
make plans for where to show 
this season. 

I’d like to thank the Farnsworth 
for their first bulletin.  I thought 
it was great.  I know that there 
isn't too much going on this time 
of year, but in order for Todd and 
Cathy to put out a bulletin, they 
need articles or reports from 

YOU.  The bulletin is the way 
that we can keep in touch with 
each other and keep our interest 
up in the helmets.  Please drop 
them a note. 

With the end of breeding season 
upon us and s lot of surplus birds 
on hand, now is the time to share 
some good birds with folks who 
are interested in helmets.  I have 
found that the fairs are a great 
way to expose the public to our 
breed.  They are also a good 
place to sell a few birds.  Who 
knows, maybe you’ll make a 
lifetime friend by getting some-
one properly started.  I met Steve 
Mitchell 43 years ago when I 
came to his house looking for 
helmets.  We have been next 
door neighbors for thirteen years 
now.  Friendship is a big part of 
what this hobby is all about. 

Hope to see you at a show. 

 James P. Jensen 

We all need to give a very 
big Thank You to Brian 
McCormick for typing up our 
Constitution and By-Laws.  
We now have the original 
version in digital format (MS 

Word and Acrobat/PDF).  
Bob Bollinger will be format-
ting the document and add-
ing in the latest revisions in 
preparation for printing and 
publication. 

Constitution Proposed Changes 
for Review & Comments 

see pg. 3 

From the President 

Constitution Update 
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We would like to spotlight 
each District in the Helmet 

Happenings Bulletin.   

Encourage other members 
to write something about 

themselves or their district  

like the articles above.   

We’d be interested to hear 
from you! 

  

Page 2 Helmet Happenings 

DISTRICT 7 REPORT                                              
by Bob Bollinger 

The Breeding season is starting off fairly well here in 
PA.  I have several MFC and MCP babies.  I can’t say 
that this year is as good as I had hoped, but it is far 
superior to last year at this time.  There are a number 
of nice babies but so far none are threatening to be 
national winners.  I plan to continue breeding until 
early fall to work on my dilute and plainhead projects. 

I am starting to coordinate our District 7 meets for 
the year.  We will definitely join the WRPA in Emings-
ville (York), PA on November 13 for a District Meet.  
There will be no RPA Winter show this year since the 
National is being held in Lancaster in January. That 
leaves us with some options for other point shows.  
Does anyone have any ideas?  I suggest we consider 
having a YB point show at the RPA Young Bird Show 
in Reading, PA on October 3.  We routinely have a 
good number of AHA members showing at the Read-
ing YB show.  I think this is a great opportunity for 
everyone to network and plan to bring enough birds 
to have another point show.  Even with WRPA and the 
Reading YB show, we can still hold 1 more District 7 
meet.  So, please contact me with any suggestions. 

As usual, I would expect to see a nice showing of hel-
mets at the WRPA summer show on August 8.  This 
show is a little early to have a points show but it is 
always fun to get out and talk helmets with a bunch 
of breeders. 

I hope everyone continues to have good luck 
in the breeding pen! 

DISTRICT 14 REPORT                 
by Victor Cline 

I hope everyone is doing well this breeding season.  I 
am starting to get some nice young helmets.  My other 
birds (Komorner Tumblers and Rollers) are raising a lot 
of babies.  The helmets just seem to be slower. 

This year we will try to have a meet at the EHPC show 
in Waynesboro, PA on October 10.  We were scheduled 
to have a meet with the EHPC last December.  That 
show was canceled due to snow.  We will try again this 
fall.  We are all excited to get this show under our belt 
since it will be the first District 14 meet in many years. 

Many of our local helmet breeders attended the EHPC 
summer show in Waynesboro on June 27, 2004.  
There were 6 helmet breeders showing with 4 more in 
attendance or judging.  We had 24 birds shown (21-
MFC, 2-SFC, 1-MFP) with several young birds showing 
promise.  Late June is a tough time for a show and 
most everyone came out to enjoy meeting old friends 
and talking pigeons.  I am really confident that we will 
have a nice show on October 10! 

I hope to see you all there! 



Proposed Constitution Changes 
For Review & Comments 

by Charles Dwight, Sec. AHA 

 

 

Please contact 

Chuck if you have 
any questions on 
these proposed 

changes— 
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Proposal #1 Hall of Fame Award 
  by Henry Ebbelaar, Dennis Bray & Leonard Petito. 
  January 17, 2004 
Section 4, Sub-section D reads: 
 The Hall of Fame program may be amended at any time by a majority of 
the senior membership votes after compliance with the provisions of Section A 
through E of article V of the Constitution, except that under Section D only one 
news bulletin review is necessary. 

Change to: 

Section 4, Sub-section D 
 The Hall of Fame program shall be reviewed from time to time by the 
Board of Directors who have the responsibility to set the points for the award.  
The points required shall be based on the intent to keep the award challenging 
but reachable and will not be changed no more often that once every three years. 

 

Proposal #2 Breeder of the Year Award 
  by Robert Bollinger, Victor Cline & Mike Crawford. 
  January 16, 2004 
Section C, Awards Recognition, Sub-section 2 reads: 
 This annual award will go to the member selected by popular vote of the 
membership on the basis of: (a) AHA show record for the past year, (b) results of 
his or her breeding stock in other lofts, and (c) genetic improvement of the Hel-
met Pigeon. 

Change to: 

Section C, Awards Recognition, Sub-section 2 
 Prove the award solely on the total number of AHA Master Breeder points 
that a member acquires with young birds in the preceding year. 
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By the time you receive this letter we will have used all our helmet bands and will have split our helmet 
pairs up for the season. 

This comes as GREAT news after the extremely challenging year Cathy and I had last year.  
We could not get a young bird to live more than two days after they hatched.  I can’t tell you how many 
club members were there for us with suggestions and helpful hints to try as well as their friendship 
and support. There were also many things we researched on the internet. All of the information we had 
gathered left us thinking the most likely possibility would be paratyphoid. We treated for paratyphoid 
using several different medications due to the fact that the last one didn’t work.  We then had lab tests 
done on 1-2 day old squabs to determine why we could not get a young bird to live more than a few 
days after hatching.  To make a long and frustrating story as short and to the point as possible the lab 
results came back saying it was due to e-coli bacteria. As the adult birds would feed the young it would 
give the young birds a lethal dose of the bacteria although the mature birds were stronger and able to 
survive.  

In order to solve this problem we went with a suggestion that a vet gave us. We started the 
birds on Amoxicillin.  This was not only time consuming but also more expensive than a lot of other 
meds.  We were only able to get the capsule form of amoxicillin locally so we had to open enough cap-
sules for the days water ration. We used 10 - 250mg capsules per gallon of water each day for 10 con-
secutive days. 

I’m sharing this story with you in hopes of helping you and possibly saving you time, money 
and frustration in the event something similar happens, you could get it under control much sooner 
than we did. 

As I stated at the top of the page I really do feel like a rookie when it comes to pigeons (so 
much to learn and so many great people with so much knowledge). If you have a short story that might 
help me and others please don't hesitate to send it in so we can get it in YOUR next BULLETIN. 

A Note from the Rookie 
by Todd Farnsworth 
 

EASTERN VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT                       

Hi everyone.  There are a lot of people raising helmets in the East.  We continue to get contacts from 
breeders looking for birds.  It’s great to see the interest continue. 

The show season is starting to shape up.  I looks like District 14 will finally get to have a show this 
year!  Districts 7 and 12 routinely have shows with enough birds to make it a point show.  The NPA 
Grand National will be held in Lancaster, PA in January and of course the NYBS in Louisville, KY.  It 
looks like we are going to have a great year. 

Here are the meets that I know about so far: 

EHPC, Waynesboro, PA—October 10, 2004   District 14 Meet 
NYBS, Louisville, KY—October    District 6 Meet 
WRPA, Emigsville (York), PA—November 13, 2004  District 7 Meet 
RPF, Rochester, NY—November 21, 2004   District 12 Meet 
NPA Grand National, Lancaster, PA—January, 2005  National Meet 



2003/2004 A.H.A. OFFICERS 

President: 
James Jensen 
1541 W. Galbraith LN. 
Kaysville, UT  84037 
Phone: 801-544-9390 
E-Mail: jensenkumkel@hotmail.com 

Eastern Vice President: 
Mike Crawford 
2549 Oakland RD. 
Dover, PA  17315 
Phone: 717-764-1703 
E-Mail:  

Central Vice President: 
Gerald Butler 
106 Chaparral CT. 
Olney, TX  76374 
Phone: 940-564-3827 
E-Mail: 

Western Vice President: 
Dennis Bray 
P.O. Box 211 
Lakewood, WA  98259 
Phone: 360-652-8788 
E-Mail: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Charles Dwight 
1093 ST. RT. 101E 
Clyde, OH  43410 
Phone: 419-547-8184 
E-Mail: missusd3@yahoo.com 

Publicity Director: 
Bob Dunlap 
7608 U.S. Hwy. 127 
Sherwood, OH  43556 
Phone: 419-899-2558 
E-Mail: pigeonsbright.net 

Points Director: 
Harold Strawniak 
1308 Barkley RD. 
Portvue, PA  15133 
Phone: 412-673-2469 
E-Mail:  

Bulletin Editors: 
Todd & Cathy Farnsworth 
528 N. 660 W. 
West Bountiful, UT  84087 
Phone: 801-294-3360 
E-Mail: loftsoffun@highstream.net 

District 1 Director: 
Kevin Heppner 
4379 S. Sperry RD. 
Denair, CA  95316 
Phone: 209-669-1930 
E-Mail: kheppner@efcturlock.org 

District 2 Director: 
Henry Ebbelaar 
301 Outlook RD. 
Outlook, WA  98939 
Phone: 509-837-3814 
E-Mail: hanke@bentonreg.com 

District 3 Director:     OPEN 

 
District 4 Director: 
Mike Geis 
P.O. Box 81 
Macomb, OK  74852 
Phone: 405-598-5081 
E-Mail:  

District 5 Director: 
Steve Petitto 
2139 E. Leewyn DR. 
Sarasota, FL  34240 
Phone: 941-343-9598 
E-Mail:  

District 6 Director: 
Bob Dunlap 
7608 U.S. Hwy. 127 
Sherwood, OH  43556 
Phone: 419-899-2558 
E-Mail: pigeonsbright.net 

District 7 Director: 
Robert Bollinger 
15529 Field Stone LN. 
Stewartstown, PA  17363 
Phone: 717-993-0994 
E-Mail: RSBollin@aol.com 

District 8 Director: 
Mark Etherington 
1280 W. Island RD. 
Morgan, UT  84050 
Phone: 801-829-3118 
E-Mail:  

District 9 Director:       OPEN 

 
District 10 Director:     OPEN 

 
District 11 Director: 
Bob Lien 
7320 Adams ST. 
Lincoln, NE  68507 
Phone: 402-466-3620 
E-Mail: husker-helmets@msn.com 

District 12 Director: 
Raul Delgado 
174 3rd ST. 
Troy, NY  12180 
Phone: 518-272-0413 
E-Mail: crownlofts@aol.com 

District 13 Director:     OPEN 
 

District 14 Director: 
Victor Cline 
375 Pangborn Blvd. 
Hagerstown, MD  21742 
Phone: 301-416-8688 
E-Mail:   
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Is there anything YOU would like to see in this newsletter?? 
 
Please send comments, suggestions or a joke or two to us at:  
528 N. 660 W.  West Bountiful, UT  84087 or 
e-mail us at loftsoffun@highstream.net. 

Note that the next deadline for newsletter articles is August 20th—but send 
items anytime.  WE certainly don’t always run on schedule and we’ll get your 
information in the next issue! 

Thanks, 

Todd & Cathy Farnsworth 

 Issue  Deadline  Mailing date                                                                                     
July/August August 20 August 31                                                                                         
Sept/Oct  October 20 October 31                                                                                       
Nov/Dec  December 20 December 31                                                                                   
Jan/Feb  February 20  February 28                                                                                      
Mar/April  April 20  April 30                                                                                             

Membership changes— 

From the Editors 

Comments and 
suggestions are 

welcome! 
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Your Dues are past due— 

Please disregard this notice if you 
have renewed your membership this 

past spring/summer. 

James Bean                       4/1/04 
Sam Bolic                         4/1/04 
Bob Daly                          3/1/04                
Charles Hanna                  3/1/04                     
Izhak Kroshinsky             2/1/04                    
Darrell Sebastian              1/1/04                    

Our mistake 
James Jensen lives on Galbraith LN.   

(previously listed as Galbarth)  

His correct address is: 
James Jensen                         
1541 W. Galbraith LN.  
 Kaysville, UT  84037 

No membership changes to be 
reported at this time but if you 
know of someone interested in 

receiving a newsletter from the 
AHA please forward their name 
and address to Charles Dwight 

or Todd and Cathy Farnsworth. 

See you at 
the shows ! 



       
                           
       
       
      
     



c/o Todd Farnsworth, Bulletin Editor 
528 North 660 West  
West Bountiful, UT  84087-1333 

American Helmet Association 

  

American Helmet Association 

Founded 1958 

Web Page Update 
by Bob Bollinger 

 
As many of you know I am in the 

process of updating our web 
page.  I am completely 

re-designing the site and the 
process is about 50% finished.  
I hope to have the new version 

posted in the next couple of 
months.  At that point I will ask 

everyone to take a look at it and 
provide comments & 
recommendations. 

 

NOTICE- 
 

BAND PRICE INCREASE 

 
Due to NPA raising the 

price of bands, 
2005 bands will be 

.35 cents each. 
Minimum order is 25 

bands.  Bands must be or-
dered in increments of 5  

(20-25-30-35) etc. 

We’d love to hear 
from you!! 

•  

Loftsoffun 
@highstream.net 


